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BRAEME BOUSE
Owner
Mrs, Williem Bennett (nee Braeme)
Arohiteot
Builder

Ds D. Davis; William Lemgfitt, Contractor

Present GCondition
Fair '

¥umber of Stories
Ome with attio

. Meterial of Construotion

Briok, cemented. Originally shingle roof; now tar paper
Other Existing Reoords :
Court Records, Emst Felioiana Pariish
Court House, Clinton, La,
Additional Datai
In gontrast to the French portions of louisiens is East Felicians,

one of the Floride Parishes added to Louisisna by President Msdison

in 1810, Settled by Americans, mostly of Scoteh Irish extractions,

they built at Clinton as thelr Parish Seat & Gresek Revivel Town, and
in the Braeme House we find s delightful adaption of & residence o
e Gresk Temple, the ideal of this period. Also are seen the faults
of the period, a certein unwieldiness and the abtempts of the followw
ing generations to add to the house so that it may be made livable ao=

cording to their stendards; these additions, Viectorian in feeling are
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© common in Loulsiana ami dewloped a style that in :H:self‘ is s0 muoh

of the Greek Revivel, :

The form of Braeme is a simple .Greek Temple with & portiso of
four Doric colums .facing the road and with .a pediment irhose lines
are oarried the length'of the building. The colvmms ere of oément
while the entablature is of wood with the pediment decorated with s
flat segmental fanlight. The plan ie simple with & hell through the
middle and the stair at the end; on each side of the hall are two
double rooms. separated by 1arge slid_ing doors; in the attio ere two
rooms with cut oeilings that were used for storage or an overflow of
guests or relatives in winter; for _in.summsr they sre unlivable.
Grouped in the reer is the Kitohen of brick with its squatty cement

columns which oon'brasts wl'bh ‘bhe Well House, a circular shelter with

an sttenuated Doric order, the oolumns chamfered posts and a tall ooni-
cal roof of shingles, (mow roofing paper) altogether one of the most
delightful of the meny types of cut buildings so frequent in Iouisiana.
The openings are tall with a wide simple trim. The caps over the
more importent openings are dscorated with egp and darts and the rooms
have heavy plaster cornices., The stair is a strsight run, but circular
at the turn and the detail is unusually light for the period, particu-
larly the balusters and the newsl.
In Ehe attic were found the original plain wood mantels that had been
replaced in recent yesrs. Victorisn additione have been added to the

East of the house that detract from the simple mass. The front hood
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over tha dmr of this add:.tion is similar 'bo ones in the Barhadoes, '

while the ciroule.r hoods over the windows of 't;he reer second story,

- Gothic Revival in feeling, are” s.mneing examplos of this style. The

Viotorians ‘wors pracotmal paople, and in & olimate where tropical
reins are usual in summer, the hoods proteot the windows which aere
left open to ventilate the attic.

The original deed to the lend was e donation to louis Yarborough
who sold the property to Jamee Holmes end Susan Boetwisk; in e partie
tion the property was trensfcrred to Hodeg, who sold it to Merk Boatner,
but Boatner not being able to meke his pé.ymen‘bs » the property was seig-
ed and édld ‘horD. D. Devis who no doubt commenced ths houee. Aooording
to Book G, Page 539 in the Courthouee at Clinton, William Langfitt bought
said property for $1,600,00 on March 2, 1842, Lots 4 and 5, Square 15 end
all improvements including the new briok house being ereoted by the eaid
D. D. Davis, William Langfitt, a native of Pointe Coupee at that time
operated s sawmill in Port Hudson end with John Killian was in buisiness
probably as a contractor. The property wasg bought 1n 18e- by

Breeme &nd is now owned by Mrs. Wm., Bennett (nee Braeme) a granddaughtee,

Descriptive Dgta - Richard Koch

Water Colnrs - Boyd Crulse
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